
Partner Reading 
Partner Reading is a way form of cross-ability tutoring by which more able readers help less able 
readers.  Paired reading has been the focus of many studies over the years.  Weaker readers and those of 
lower socioeconomic status tend to make the most gains when partner reading is implemented 

How to use the strategy: 

1. In preparation to implement partner reading, follow steps 1-3. Rank order your students from 
strongest to weakest reader using scores on standardized tests, statewide reading tests, teacher 
judgment, or a combination. 

2. Divide the list in half so that List A includes the stronger (who will serve as Partner 1) and List B 
includes the weaker readers (who will serve as Partner 2). 

3. Pair the student at the top of List A with the student at the top of List B and so on until all of the 
students are matched. Make adjustment as needed to accommodate reading ability and 
compatibility. 

4. Tell the class that they will be practicing reading in pairs to help everyone become better readers. 
Indicate student partner assignments and have students move to partner reading stations. 

5. Distribute reading materials to each pair and indicate what kind of timing device will be used for 
the sessions (classroom clock or student-held timers or watches). Display the chart with the error 
correction procedures where all students can see it. 

6. Using a student as a partner, demonstrate a Partner Reading session, following the procedures 
presented below. 

1. When you give the signal, Partner 1 reads for 5 minutes (3 minutes for early primary 
grade students), modeling fluent reading, while Partner 2 follows along and times the 
reading. If Partner 1 comes to the end of the passage before the time is up, he or she 
returns to the beginning and starts again. Partner 2 then reads the same passage for the 
specified time, while Partner 1 follows along and keeps time. 

2. If the reader misreads a word, skips a word, or pauses for more than 4 seconds, the tutor 
points to the word and says, “Stop. You missed this word. Can you figure it out?” If the 
reader pronounces the correct word in 4 seconds, the tutor says, “That word is_____. 
What word?” The reader repeats the word. The tutor says, “Good! Read the sentence 
again,” and the reader rereads the sentence and continues. If the tutor cannot provide the 
word, the students raise their hands to ask for assistance. 

3. If a reader adds a word, the tutor says, “Stop. You added a word. Can you figure out what 
word you added?” If the reader cannot figure out what he or she added, the tutor says, 
“You added_____. Read the sentence again,” and the reader rereads the sentence and 
continues. 

4.  d. After the tutoring session, students take turns conducting 1-minute timings and 
graphing their WCPM rates. While Partner 2 keeps time, Partner 1 reads the same 
passage for 1 minute and graphs his or her WCPM rate in a notebook or folder. The 
process is then repeated for Partner 2. The error correction procedure is not used during 
the assessments. 

7. Conduct a class-wide practice session while you circulate to provide assistance and 
encouragement. For the 1st training session, have students practice Partner Reading without the 
error correction procedure. Introduce error correction in the 2nd session and assessment and 
graphing procedures in the 3rd session. 

	  


